
 
 
Update From the Organizing Committee 
Spring is in the air!  I'm sure I speak for all of us when I ask Mother Nature for a much more moderate season in 
2011.  We definitely do not need a repeat of the weather in 2010!!! 
 
Your Organizing Committee has not been idle over the winter.  The website has been redone and brought up to 
date.  Many thanks to Debby Nelson for getting us up and running.  Thanks also to Jennifer Bishop for letting us 
use space on her company's server.  The new site isn't quite as pretty but it is working and it contains the need to 
know stuff.  If there is something you'd like to see up there, do let us know.  We want it to eventually be THE 
place to go for information on growing iris in cold climates.  Please have a look and let us know what you think.  
The address remains the same at www.canwestirissociety.info. 
 
This will be the last issue before the Victoria convention and I am pleased to see that CWIS will be well 
represented in this, our first convention in Canada since 1955.  Included in this issue there is some updated 
information on the programs being presented (page 4).  Also included is information on the 2011 Show and a call 
for volunteers (page 2).  We look forward to your participation and support on Sunday, June 13th at Bourkevale 
Community Centre!  
 
We had a great experience at Gardening Saturday!  Thousands of people went through the vendor area and several 
volunteers were on hand to spread the word about iris.  Thanks to all who took the time to volunteer and provide 
information to the public (page 5). 
 
Ron Cosner, RVP of Region 21 has written a short piece on the 2011 happenings in Region 21 south (page 3).  
There is also a selected sampling of new introductions soon to be available from Chuck Chapman as well as other 
hybridizers (pages 6 and 7) and Ed Czarnecki's 'Iris Friend or Foe' (page 8). 
 
In other news, CWIS now has an official library!  A very generous and anonymous donation of books and 
journals was recently received and Len Giesbrecht has agreed to take on the position of official CWIS librarian.  
Further details including a list of what we have available for lending, as well as the process, will be in the 
Summer newsletter.  Thanks, Len! 
 
So Think Spring and start dreaming of a wonderful iris season in 2011 as you read this issue!  We hope you enjoy 
the read. 
 
You can reach us at with any comments, concerns, and ideas at:  
 
B. J. Jackson, jacksonb@mts.net  
Jennifer Bishop, Jennifer@dataways.com;  
Deborah Petrie, petrie@mts.net  (or)  
Eleanor Hutchison, eleanore@mts.net 
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2011 Can-West Iris Society 
4th Annual Show 

 
We Need Your Help!!! 

 
Sunday, June 12th, 2011 - Bourkevale Community Centre 

 
Volunteers are needed for the following areas and times.  If you can help us out, 
please contact: 
 

B. J. Jackson at jacksonb@mts.net (or) Deborah Petrie at petrie@mts.net 
 

Exhibitor Registration  (8:30 to 10:00 a.m.) 
Classification  (8:30 to 10:00 a.m.) 

Court of Honor Set Up  (10:30 a.m.) 
Clerks  (10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon approx.) 

 
Information/Membership Table  (1 to 4 p.m.) 

Sale Table  (1 p.m. to 4 p.m.) 
Show Take Down  (4 to 5 p.m.) 

 
Specific requests for where you would like to volunteer are welcome.  Please let us know 
what you'd like to lend a hand to, but if you don't have any preference we will fill you in 
where needed.  Come on out and support the Show and CWIS. 
 
Helping out at a show is a great way to learn about the show and what goes into making it 
happen.  You can also learn something about irises, make a new friend or two and 
probably come home with a new wish list! 
 
It's a new year and a new iris season so who knows what we'll see... 
 
The official show schedule is available on the website. 
 
It's a lot of fun and many hands make less work!!! 
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Region 21 Report 
By Ron Cosner, Regional Vice-President (RVP) 

 
Greetings from the south 48. Weather here is getting better and we are starting to see some green. 
However winter is still hanging on as the temperature here tonight is supposed to be in the teens F. 
 
Some important dates for the upcoming year are: the Regional spring meeting in Omaha is the 20th and 
21st of May with Omaha Iris club show on the 22nd, AIS spring meeting May 29th- June 5th in Victoria 
BC, Regional fall meeting is in Anekey, Iowa in August (date TBA), and the AIS fall meeting will be in 
Atlanta Georgia November 4th-6th. 
 
Some things on the table for the Region to discuss are: donating to a fund to restore a set of films 
involving the Sass brothers, a potential separate meeting/training for judges and interested attendees, to 
amend the bylaws and allow host clubs the liberty to select their own date that shall be within two weeks 
before or after the dates currently in the bylaws for the Regional meetings and other matters of concern 
to the Region.  
 
At the spring meeting for the Region we are planning on having a garden training session. All Region 
21 affiliates have been approved for this upcoming year, thank you all for your help.  
 
Also of note, several of our youth members entered in the AIS COLORING/ARTISTIC contest. We had 
no less than 5 place in the top three in their group. And one was the Overall/Most original artwork and 
also the Creativity award winner. It was Sarah Green from the Lincoln Iris Society.  
 
We are also looking for editor(s) to take over the Regional bulletin and the duties associated with this. 
Gary White has been doing a fine job but his other duties with the AIS are taking up more of his time. 
 
Some of the things happening with the AIS are: a vote is currently taking place concerning e-
membership in the AIS, some revisions to as well as new online versions of the AIS Wiki Iris 
Encyclopedia and AIS website.  If you have not logged on to either of these yet you should; they are 
impressive, The Iris encyclopedia may be in for some more changes upcoming.  
 
In addition, there are two motions out there; one is the Registrar shall begin requesting volunteer image 
submission with registrations and they shall become the property of the AIS archived in the AIS library 
and displayed on the Iris encyclopedia, second is a motion to have the AIS President appoint a 
committee to facilitate the implementation of registration image collection, archiving and disposition, 
the committee shall propose suggested guidelines for registration images by August 1st 2011.  
 
On a sad note we have lost several people important to Region 21 this past year, not the least of which 
were Allan Ensminger, and Rita Gormley. Rita had been a good friend and mentor to me. 
 

Thank you and happy growing. 
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AIS 2011 Convention 

Up to Date Schedule and Section Programs 
Sunday May 29th and Monday May 30th,  

AIS and Section Board meetings  
 

Tuesday May 31st, 
Morning: Section Programs   

8:00 am - 9:00 am Reblooming Iris Society  
9:00 am - 10:00 am Spuria Iris Society - Nancy Price  

"Spurias" 
10:00 am - 11:00 am  Median Society - Terry Aitken  

"Reblooming Breeding with Medians" 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm Society for Louisiana Irises - Ron Killingsworth 

"Growing, Hybridizing and Evaluating Louisianans" 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm - Welcome First Time Attendees 

Afternoon:  Butchart Gardens bus trip 
Evening:  Welcome Dinner  

 
Wednesday June 1st, Host Gardens bus trips 

Evening:  Show Judges Training 5:30 pm - 10:30 pm (Simulated Flower Show) 
 

Thursday June 2nd, Host Garden bus trips (and) 
Evening:  Judges Training 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm The Ethics of Judging 
Trainer: Jean Morris, Ballwin MO  

8:45 pm - 10:15 Siberians 
Trainer: Bob Hollingworth, Lansing MI 

 

Friday June 3rd, 
Morning:  2nd bus trip to Master Planting 

Afternoon:  Section Programs 
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Society For Siberian Irises - John Coble 

"A Preview of the 2012 Siberian Convention" 
 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Pacific Coast Native Iris - Debby Cole  

"An Introduction to SPCNI" 
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Historic Iris Preservation Society - Jean Richter 

"Tips on Looking at Historic Iris" 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Aril Society International - Lowell Baumunk  

"An Introduction to Arils and Arilbreds" 

Evening:  Awards Banquet 
 

Saturday June 4th, 
Optional Tour - Salt Spring Island 
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Gardening Saturday a Huge Success!!! 
 
For the first time in our short life, CWIS participated in a public gardening event, Gardening Saturday 
on March 26th in Winnipeg.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Assiniboine Park Conservatory, we had a 
booth in the vendor area.  Volunteers were on hand to provide answers to the public about iris and our 
group.  We had several potted iris for sale and they disappeared by 10:30 in the morning.  Lots of 
pictures were on display and printed materials on iris culture, iris societies and commercial sources were 
handed out.  We totally depleted our supply of CWIS brochures and were reduced to handing out 
application forms with our website address on the bottom!  Three new members signed up too, and we 
welcome them.  Hope to see you at the upcoming show in June. 
 
It was estimated that at least 4,000 people went through the vendor area over the course of the day.  We 
were definitely kept hopping!  Thanks to all the volunteers including B. J. Jackson, Deborah Petrie, 
Sandy Proulx, Gwen Jamieson, Sandy Eggertson, Len Giesbrecht as well as Ed Czarnecki and Valerie 
Denesiuk who did double duty with the Prairie Garden magazine that was conveniently located next to 
us. 
 
In addition, B. J. Jackson presented a workshop on iris that was well-received to a standing room only 
audience.  The title of the presentation was "Irisistible Iris" and she was hard pressed to get out of the 
room to allow the next presenter to get set up with all the people who wanted their questions answered 
about all aspects of growing iris successfully in cold climates. 
 

 

  

Left: Gwen Jamieson, Sandy Eggertson and Sandy Proulx interact with the public at 
the CWIS booth.   
 
Above: BJ packed up and ready to head home after a long day! 
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Chuck Chapman Introductions 
2011 And Future 

 
Editor's Note:  Chuck tells me these lovelies will soon be available, possibly this year. The names 

indicated below are garden names and the seedling identification numbers follow.  
He wanted us to get a 'first look' at them.  

 Drool time!!! 
 

 
          SDB CRASH AND BURN (06-310-1)           SDB CAPTAIN KIRK (01-04-01) 

 
SDB SPOCK (03-386-C)          NAKED GRAPE (03-291-1)
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2011 Introductions 
From Various Hybridizers 

Someday soon these will be available to us so keep an eye out for them!!! 
 

 
HERE COMES THE CLOWNS            DOLLIE AND ME  KULU 
SDB (Aitken '11)                      MTB (L. Miller '11)  SDB (Don Spoon '11) 

 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY         CHICKLET   PULSATOR 
SPU (J. Hedgecock '11)          SDB (T. Johnson '11)  SDB (T. Johnson '11) 

 
BLUE HARMONY                  OUTER EDGE    FLO     
MTB (Fisher '11)                   IB (P. Black '11)    BB (Don Spoon '11) 
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Iris Friend or Foe? 
By Ed Czarnecki  

 

  
 

Editor's Note:  The photos above were taken by Deborah Petrie on one of her iris last year. 
 
According to Dr. Bob Lamb, retired entomologist with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, "the 
beetle on the iris is not easily identified.  It is not a blister beetle.  It might be a false blister 
beetle in the Family Oedemeridae, but I think it looks more like a soldier beetle, Family 
Cantharidae.  It would take a specimen, and probably a beetle taxonomist to be more precise.  
In either case, false blister beetle or soldier beetle, it’s probably not doing any harm to the 
irises." 
 

Additional notes.... 
 

Family Cantharidae 

(Soldier beetles) 

There are 16 genera and 455 species of Cantharidae in North America. Adults are abundant 
on flowers and foliage where they feed on nectar, pollen, or other insects.  Larvae of most 
species are carnivorous, a few species feed on plants. 
 
Family Oedemeridae  
(False blister beetles)  
The family Oedemeridae comprises at least 100 genera and 1500 species distributed in all 
faunal regions.  Thirteen species are known from Canada and Alaska.  The biology of most 
species is unknown.  Larvae of some species live in rotten wood and adults of most species 
are found on flowers where they feed on pollen and nectar.  One species, Nacerdes melanura 
(the wharf borer), is an economic pest of pilings and ship timbers.  
 

Editor's note: 
Please watch your iris in 2011 and submit your photos of anything unusual that you find on them (bugs, 

etc.) to the Editor so that Ed can investigate and we all can learn something! 
 
 
 

 


